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Glen  Park  Is  Set  On  Fire 


"It  is  necessary,  sometimes,  in  some 
sections  of  the  park,"  said  Lenda 
Barth,  community  resident  and  park 
lover.    She  was  discussing  the 
scheduled  burn-off  of  the  grassy 
hillside  in  Glen  Canyon  Park.  "When 
there  is  a  build  up  of  dry  grass,  it 
is  a  dangerous  situation.    But  last 
year  it  really  got  to  me.    The  day 
after  the  burn,  I  felt  so  bad  as  I 
walked  down  the  road.    The  hillside  was 
still  smoking,  the  charred  remains  of 
the  California  poppies,  the  lupine,  the 
sweet  peas,  the  iris  lay  piled  up  by  the 
edge  of  the  road.    Only  the  fennel  made 
it  through  the  holocost.    Its  blackened 
stalks  stood  stark,  exhausted-looking, 
ugly.    The  grasses  no  longer  danced  in 
waves.    The  butterflies  no  longer  flitted 
about.    The  bees  no  longer  buzzed. 
There  were  rocks.    There  was  dirt.  But 
there  was  nothing  alive.    The  beauty, 
for  which  I  had  come  to  the  park,  was 
gone.    And  for  six  months  after  that, 
not  much  grew  on  that  hillside,  except 
the  fennel,  of  course.    What  a  relief 
when  the  rains  came  and  coaxed  the 
rebirth." 

Barth  has  been  in  contact  with  city 
officials  concerning  the  policy  of 
precautionary  burning  in  the  parks. 
She  explained  that  Mr.  Larry  Horn, 
Day  Camp  Coordinator,  had  requested 
that  the  "weeds"  be  burned  before  the 
first  session  of  the  Silver  Tree  Day 
Camp,  which  is  held  in  Glen  Canyon 
Park.    The  purpose  was  to  avoid  any 
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fires  being  caused  accidentally  by  the 
children  who  will  be  using  the  park. 

"I  do  understand  the  concern  for 
safety,"  Mrs.  Barth  said.    But  what  is 
it  that  the  children  are  coming  to  the 
park  for  anyway?    Isn't  it  the  beauty 
of  nature  which  they  are  here  to 
enjoy?    Does  it  make  sense  to  destroy 

the  beauty  in  order  to  avoid 
accidentally  destroying  the  beauty?" 
she  asked. 

Ms.  Barth  had  requested  that  the  burn-off 
this  year  be  conducted  only  after  an 
inspector  had  determined  which  areas  were 
actually  hazards,  so  that  indescriminate 
blanket-burning,  such  as  happened  last 
year,  would  not  be  the  policy.    She  had 
received  understanding  response  from  all 
officials. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  some  breakdown  in 
communication,  on  June  6,  the  order  was 
given  to  burn  the  park,  and  a  fire  depart- 
ment unit  was  sent  out  on  June  7.    Ms.  Barth 
learned  that  the  burn  was  in  progress  and 
she  went  quickly  to  the  park.  She 
encouraged  the  chief  in  charge  to  be 
judicious  in  his  instructions  as  to  what  was 
to  be  burned.    Yet,  much  in  Ms.  Barth 's 

-continued  on  back  page 


Fennel, Thistle, and  Poison 


The  past  three  years  has  brought  an 
unprecedented  growth  of  fennel  and  thistle 
in  Glen  Canyon  Park.    Previously  neither 
of  these  noxious  weeds  was  a  problem. 
But  by  the  time  the  drought  ended,  they 
had  established  themselves  firmly,  and 
this  year's  rain  brought  a  tremendous 
increase  in  the  amount  of  space  they 
have  ta  ken  over. 

Some  community  residents  have  cut  down 
the  fennel  in  the  past,  hoping  to 
retard  its  spread;  however,  this  hasn't 
worked. 

If  these  plants  are  allowed  to  pro- 
liferate, the  entire  hillside  and  large 
portions  of  flatland  will  become  unusable 
by  park-goers.    Also,  fennel  and  thistle 
crowd-out  a  much  greater  variety  of  plant 
life  which  has  a  far  longer  heritage 
in  the  park,  and  when  dry,  fennel  is  a 
terrible  fire  hazard. 

Mr.  Jim  Rogers  of  Park  and  Rec.  has 
stated  that  fennel  and  thistle  are  being 
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dealt  with  in  other  parks  by  cutting  and 
by  using  a  poison  called  "Round-up," 
which  he  considered  a  safe  poison.    It  is 
a  chemical  which  is  applied  directly  to 
the  plant  at  the  time  in  the  plant  cycle 
when  the  plant  draws  nutrients  down  into 
its  roots.    As  the  plant  would  draw  in 
nutrients,  it  would  also  draw  in  the 
poison,  which  would  kill  it, 

Mr.  Rogers  is  going  to  send  the  G.P.A. 
information  on  "Round-up,"  and  he  has 
agreed  to  do  some  spraying  if  the 
community  requests  it. 

This  matter  will  be  discussed  at  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  G.P.A.  board. 
Your  input  is  welcome. 
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Library  Reprieved  Again 


Once  again  the  Glen  Park  library  has 
survived  another  budget.  Following 
Mayor  Feinstein's  threat  of  closure  by 
September  of  this  year.  Glen  Park 
residents  Val    and  Bill  Tietz,  Michele 
Lundy,  Jane  Will  sea,  Janice  Spillane  and 
Jackie  Brookman  helped  set  up  the  "City- 
wide  Neighborhood  Coalition  to  Save  the 
Libraries."    This  hardworking  group 
petitioned  Mayor  Feinstein  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  save  the  libraries, 
and  they  received  a  favorable  response. 

On  May  14,  the  Mayor  approved  the 
setting-up  of  7  "super  branch"  libraries 
-  in  the  Marina,  Chinatown,  Richmond, 
West  Portal,  Sunset,  Excelsior  and 
Mission  districts.    Their  purpose  will 
be  to  provide  larger  book  collections, 
larger  staffs  and  longer  hours  to  city 
residents.    The  Mayor  reasoned  that 
these  new  "super  branches"  will  make 
our  small  branch  libraries  redundant. 

However,  due  to  the  quick  action 
and  dedication  of  the  "Coalition,"  the 
Mayor  has  given  us  a  reprieve.    She  has 
allowed  the  small  branches  to  remain 
open  one  more  year  while  the  new  "super 
branches"  are  being  established. 


During  this  year  the  use  of  these 
branches  will  be  periodically  monitored, 
and  at  years'  end,  reviewed  by  the  Mayor 
and  Board  of  Supervisors.    At  this  time 
if  their  continued  existance  is  justified, 
the  branches  in  question  will  be  allowed 
to  remain  open  indefinitely. 

We  realize  that  threatened  closure  of 
our  Glen  Park  library  is  an  old  issue  of 
which  the  community  is  tiring.  However, 
each  year  the  problem  becomes  more 
serious,  due  to  the  reality  of  cuts  in 
the  City  budget.    Therefore,  we  must 
continue  to  support  our  Glen  Park 
library  if  we  are  to  resist  closure. 

Our  library  should  be  an  integral  part 
of  our  community.    Its  closing  would  be 
a  great  loss,  particularly  to  our 
children  and  senior  citizens  who  find 
it  difficult  to  travel  out  of  the  area. 

We  appeal  to  you  for  help.    You  should 
apply  for  library  cards  and  take  out  books 
from  our  branch.    A  higher  circulation 
will  impress  the  powers  that  be.  Your 
suggestions  would  also  be  appreciated: 
how  can  this  facility  be  improved  in  order 
to  make  it  truly  a  necessity  in  this 
neighborhood  for  more  of  you? 

Please  visit  or  call  the  library  soon. 
Come  see  what's  happening  and  what's 
available.    See  what  you're  missing  before 
its  gone. 


Glen  Park  Cleaners 

701  Chenery  Street  (at  Diamond) 

239-8247 

Open  7AM  til  6:30PM  weekdays  9AM  til  5PM  Saturdays 


AN  INVITATION  FOR  YOU 

Try  our  NEW  IMPROVED  professional 
cleaning  service. 

BEDSPREADS  •  BLANKETS  •  DRAPERIES 
LEATHER  •  SUEDE  •  FORMAL  WEAR 
SKI  WEAR  •  HATS  •  SHIRT  LAUNDRY 
RUG  DOCTOR  RENTAL  AVAILABLE 


DRY  CLEANING 


with  an  order  of  $7.50  or  nnore. 
EXPIRES  JULY  15,  1982 
One  coupon  per  customer. 
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Use  It  Or  Lose  It 


The  G.P.A.  announces  a  "Use  It  or 
Lose  It"  drive  to  save  the  Glen  Park 
library.    The  event  will  take  place 
July  16th  and  17th  in  downtown  Glen 
Park.    There  will  be  fun,  entertainment 
and  surprises  for  everyone.    Watch  for 
posters  for  further  information. 

Want  to  perform  or  help  in  any  way? 
Call  Val  at  586-7037  or  Tony  at 
239-0461  (before  3  p.m.).    Help  keep 
our  library  our  library! 


Due  Date 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  news 
items,  letters,  and  camera-ready 
ads  for  the  JULY-AUGUST  issue  is 

July  15,  1982 

Mail  to:    Glen  Park  News 
972  Chenery  St. 
S.F.  94131 


GLEN  PARK  IS  SET  ON  FIRE 

-continued  from  page  1 

opinion,  was  burned  that  did  not  need  burning 

As  of  now,  further  burning  is  not  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  park  without  proper 
inspection,  and,  hopefully,  consultation 
with  concerned  citizens. 

"I  come  to  Glen  Canyon  Park  to  experience 
what  cannot  be  had  on  the  City's  streets. 
The  living  things  in  this  park  together  with 
the  undeveloped  character  of  the  land 
itself  constitute  a  world  where  one  cannot 
help  but  feel  that  "life  is  beautiful."  It 
is  profoundly  unwise  to  destroy  that  world 
because  it  is  convenient  in  some  way. 
Maybe  we  could  hold  an  annual  weed-chop 
party  ...  or  something." 

Further  developments  will  be  reported. 
Watch  this  space. 


HELP  WANTED 


MATURE  COUNTERPERSON 

If  you  like  people. 

If  you  have  a  helpful  attitude, 

If  you  are  detail  oriented. 


Please  cal 1 : 

Glen  Park  Cleaners 


part 
full 


time 
time 


239-8247 
Tailoring  background  a  plus. 


INTERESTED  IN  A  53/4%  VISA  CARD? 


Continental 
Savings  H  Loan 
Association 

Glen  Park  Office 
Diamond  &  Bosworth 
Open  til  5:30  p.m. 
Monday  -  Thursday 
Friday  til  6  p.m. 
Saturdays  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 


Low  Finance  Charges 

Only  5  ¥4%  interest  on  your 
unpaid  balance 

No  Annual  Fees 

Banks  usually  charge  $12  or 
more 

Overdraft  Protection 

Available  with  your 
checking  account 


Choose  Your  Credit  Limit 

The  larger  your  pledged 
passbook  account,  the 
larger  your  credit  limit 

Easy  to  Qualify 
With  a  $1000  passbook  (and 
if  you  don't  have  bad 
credit)  you  qualify 


P.S.  You  get  free  checking  when  you  sign  up  for  overdraft 
protection 


